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birth, or cohabitation cannot be referred, without artifices, to
the place where any one of the three persons involved was
domiciled, or was a national, and still less to the contacts at
the time of the action. As it is very important for the purpose
of a serviceable conflicts rule not to base it on any special do-
mestic construction of the liabilities or the rights of the parties,
the simplest contact, viz., with the place of the birth, is the
most commendable. The danger that, before giving birth,
the mother may move to a locality where the law is unfavor-
able to her or the child, is negligible; an improvement for the
child is welcome.
These suggestions are not meant, however, to supersede the
system under which bastardy proceedings are now authorized
in this country. Support is awarded under similar consider-
ations throughout the country, and interstate relations are the
only ones to be considered. Hence, the chief concern is with
jurisdiction, which naturally is found at the father's domicil
as well as where personal jurisdiction over him is obtained at
the mother's domicil. Every court applies its own law.
Lex forij as a matter of fact, can be defended in this doctrine
with comparatively better justification than anywhere else.
In international matters, however, it should be avoided.